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The Judgraent of Sir Matthew Hale 
concerning it, in his Contemplations 
on the Magnet, Co 15. Po 132» 


b: \H E Magnet hath not only i its intrin- 
fick, active Principle, its Form from 
- Which irs Motions proceed ; bur there 1s alſo 
*2 common Magnetiſm of the Earth and its 
” " Effluxes, that greatly aſſiſt, excite, and direct 
"ts Motions. 
* Animals and } recetables have not only their 
_ intrinfick, ſpecifical, vital Principles of their 
ſpecifical Motions and Operations, but the 
B * Sur 
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« Sun and its Hear and Influence 1s an univerſal, 
© adjuvant, exciting Principle of all vital and 
© ſentient Operations. a 
* And not only the ancient Philoſophers, as 
* Ariſtotle and Plato, and their ſeveral Com- 
« mentators, as Simplicins, Themiſtius, Alexs 
* ander Aphrodiceus, Avicea, and Averroes, but 
ES . = FP 
* to the Jewiſh Doors, and the Chriſtian 
*Philoſophers and Divines for ſome Ages after 
* Chriſt, did think, that, beſides the individual 
*intelle&ual Soul of every Man, there was 
© uſo 2 certain Common Intelligent Nature, or 
"Being, ſubſtituted by Almighty God, whoſe 
* Office it was to illuminate the humane Soul, 
_ ®to excite aQtual Intellection in it, and to com» 
* municate unto it theſe common intellectual 
"Principles, which orginarily and generally 
< obtain in all Men, and ſtood in relation to 
the humane Intellectual Soul, as the Sun 
2 and its Light and Influence ſtands 1n rela- 
.fion to viral Natures in the Lower World : 
_ And this they call InteJeffus Agens, which 
\ Averroes ſuppoſeth to be U/tima Intell 
SEFEIAT ION ſeparatarum, and deputed ro the 
E actuating and exciting of Intelleion 1n 
" Men, 
- — This Opinion hath been ( poſſibly upon 
,, \calons probable enough ) laid afide tor ma- 
Oy Ages in the Chriſtan Church : rhe Ulſe 
. Therctore that I make of it only 1s this, That 
* though 


the Spirit of Gov. y 
"© though this Opinion ſeems to be dark and 
* obſcure, and not bottom'd upon a clear Evi- 
* dence, yet it carries with it and under it.an 
* Adumbration of a great and real Truth, 
© though they attained not a full, clear, diſtin 
2 | diſcovery of it: Therefore as the Apoſtle elſe- 
*where in another Caſe told the Athenians, 
*that that God, whom they ignorantly wor 
is TIES Him d:clare T unto you, ACts 17. 23. 
*#ſo, with ſome variztion, I may with humility 
<fay, Wk ſecret, unſeen, and ſpiritual Power, 
* which theſe ancient Philoſopl rs did nor di- 
"-ſtindly underſtand, but groped after it, and 
* celebrated by the Name of Tntellettus Agens, 
*F am now endeavouring to declare. 
+ Almighty GOD, as he is every where bop 
* his Effential Preſence, fo he is every where 
"by his Powertul Influence - and as he is the 
© Univerſal Productive and Conferving Cauſe 
of all things in the World, fo he is more 1n- 
*timate unto, and effeftive of ev ery thing 
in the World by his Efficacious Influence, 
* than any {econd created Canſe in the Werld ; 
is . for rhey are all but his Inſtruments, and 
therefore rheir Canaliry is {till but in and 
” Foid the Virtue and Influence of the firſt 
@ Caule. 
« And this Influx of the Firſt Canfe, the prime 
© Efficient, Almighty God, is by him ordina- 
"ily communicated, cfuſed. anc proportioned 
B 2 * 3ccord- 
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= © :ccording to the ſeveral Natures of Created 
| © Beings though, according to his wiſe good 
ph «Plexfre, he ſometimes 1s pleaſed to do it in 
. a different manner for excellent Ends, pro Im 
perio Voluntatis. 
* And therefore in Matters that are /imply 
© aatyral, this ordinary Eflux of the Divine In- 
* fluence i is ſuited to that common Law of Na- 
_ ture, that he hath ſettled in the World, and 
\ FOVerns fuch things according to thoſe infti- 
tured, regular, natural Laws. 

ers < But unto an Inteedtual Nature, ſuch as is 
Fr - that of Man, endued with Underſtanding and 
* Will this Divine Ffflux is communicated in 

« x kind proportionable to thoſe Faculties of 
*the humane Soul ; and therefore thele Et- 

* fluxes of the Divine Influence are commu- 
— Nicated in two kinds: 1. By way of 1lluni. 
© zation, in relation to the Underllanding Fa- 

. culty. . 2. By way of Perſuaſion, ſrclination, 
*and fnciration, in relation to the Will and 
« Aﬀctions, although there are many other 
Kind of Effuxes of the Divine Spirit and In- 
"fluence: as the Gift of bodily Strength, a$ 
. - that of Samſon, Judges 16. 20. the Gift of | 
"CATIONS Workmanſhip, as that of Aboliab, and 
© Beſaliel, Exod. 36. 1. the Spirit of Majeſty 
_, 4nd Government, as that of Saul, 2 Sam. 19, 
9. the Gifts of Propheſying, Tongues, Miracles, 


'E Cor. 12." 4, 9. for theſe were ex xtraordinary 
© Effluxes 


the Spirit of God. 5 


*EMuxcs given out” upon ſpecial Occaſions, 
*and tor ſpecial Ends, though even in moſt 
* of them, and other extraordinary Gifts of 
"the like nature, the Underſtanding and 
* Will were much concerned and wrought 


** UPON. 
cc 
* zz, Certainly what the Sun is to the ſentient 
"Eye, that, and much more, is Almighty God 
*to the Mind of Man: Pſal. 36. 9. Tn thy 
* Lizht ſhall we ſee Light. John. r. 9. This is 
* the true Light that enlightneth every Man that - 
* cometh into the World. 
 ©2. As to the Inclination and Bending of the 
*©W:H, it is true, the Will is naturally free, but 
*yet it 15 cf{enrially ſubject unto the God that 
* made it; and the operation of the Divine 
* Influence upon the Will ordinarily 1s but per- 
* ſuaſive, and therefore ordinarily reſiſtible : 
*rhus the old World reſiſted the merciful ftrive 
*ing of rhe Divine Influence, Gen. 6. 3. My 
*% pirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man. Acts 
* 7. 51. Te always refit the Holy Ghoft : but 
* the Powerful God hath fo great an Efficacy, 
 *2nd hath ſo intimate an acceſs into the Minds 
* of Men, that he can when he pleafeth, and 
* doubtleſs ſomettmes doth, irreſiſtibly bend 
"and incline. the Will unto himſelf, according 
*to his good Pleafure, Pfal. 110. 3. Thy Peo- 
"ple {ball be willing in the day of thy Power. It 
242i £ B 2 4 & 5 
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*z5 an excellent Expreſſion, Frov.'21. 1. The 
” . Heart of the King, is i the Hands of the Lord, 
{as the Rivers of Water he turneth it whithe? o- 
* ever he will. A good Artiſt will guide a 
. Stream of Waiter to what place, and in w hat 
.. manner, he pleaſeth,-in the ſame Level, and 
_ yet withour any violence offered to the natu- 

*ral Motion of the Water, which in all thoſe 
* Motions iskept entirely ſuitable to its Nature: 
* And with the fame and much greater facility 
"the God of Heaven can, and often doth, 1n- 
© fallibly Guide the Hearts of Men yea, of 

* Kings, and yet without Force or V jolation of 
| "Its natural Liberty. $1 
* There was zever any Aze wor People in the 

* World that was wholly deſtitute of this Divine 
— Efftux upon their Underſtandings and Wills: 
"It 15.25 Cniverſal- and Common as the Light 
*and Influence of the Heavens; only upon 
*ſome in all Ages it was, more ſpecial and ef- 
; *fectual than upon others, even in the Gentile 
. World. | have always eftcemed thoſe excet- 
lent Men among the Jeathcn {LITIOUS tor Wiſ- 
. dom, Juſtice, Picty, and Enowledge, as Men 
* lumins ited and oniced by this Divine Iinfjus þ 


. "ENCe , though poti fibly COMMU ICAtEd to them * 
0 54 more ion 221 manner than te other Men: 
* Such Were Sterates, Plato, Zeno Citticus, Solon, 
" Lycs rgus, Fyti Pagor as, Tully, SCHEEA, Arifatle, 
.. 2nd div ers ather  excelient Philoſophers, 

| o ' Mora: 
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* Moraliſts, and Law-givers, among the Gen- 
*tiles ; who were by the Influence of the 
« Divine Spirit excited, illuminated, and in- 

© ſtructed for the Benefit of themfelves and 

*the reſt of Mankind, and to prepare the 

« Hearhien World for the Reception of greater 

* Light. 

* When it pleaſed God to ſele&t unto himſelf 

_ *and his ſpecial Government, the Family of 

AN \ Abraham, and his De ſcendants, the Jewiſh Na- 

* *jon, he ſets them in the middle of the Ha- 

* Z;zable World, like a Beacon upon a Hill, to 

* be a kind of Common Inſtruction to the reſt 
of Mankind ; and for that purpoſe, made them 

Y " ſignal to all the World by his ſpecial Govern- 
* ment over them, by Miracles, Signs and 

A . Wonders; by giving them Laws from Hea- 
{ven in great Maj jeſt y and Terrour ; by com- 
* Mitting to them the Divine Oracles - by 

"raiſing up Prophets and Men ſpecially inſpired 

- _ by an Extraordinary Spirit, and by effuſing 
* among them a greater Meaſure of the In- 

I * fluence of his Sacred Spirit. For ( that 1 
May fay it once for all ) it hath been always 

* the Method of the Divine Wiſdom and Good- 
*nefs, when he fends out the greater Meajure 
« of this Influx, whereof I ſpezk, the Divine 

- Providence accompanies that Efflux with fuit- 
*able external Means to render it rhe more 

"*eftcctual, and the more agreeable ro the man- 
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© er of the Reception of the humane Under: 
* ſtanding: But when ths Meſras came into 
*the World with the Meffage of the Glorious 
*Golpel, the Sun was as'it were in irs Meri- 


*4dian; and as the means of Tlumination -and , 
* Converfion of the World unto God was more 


© effeQtual and univerſal, fo was alſo the Efflixx 
*and Irradiation of the Divine Influence upon 
* the Souls of Men more vigorous, diffufive, 
I and univerſal. -— 


{ 


* And as the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit | 


*of God appeared in the Miracles of Chriſt 
*and 'his Apoſtles, the Gifts of Tongues, of 
* Healing Diſeaſes, of Prophecy, and: the hke, 
| Frm and eſtabliſh Mens Minds in the 
"Faith, Belief, and Obedience of the Goſpel ; 


*fo neither ' was this all: bur the ſecret and 
*efefual Influence of the fame Bleiled Spirit 
"appeared in Nlumination of the Minds of 
* Men, in perſuading and mightily ſubduing 
*+heir Wills to the .Belief and Otedience of 
the Truth, in converting Mens Minds unto 
C od, and placing them. in rheir juſt and due 
< Habitude ro Ajmighty God. | And this, AC- 
,, cording to the various Workings thereof, 1s 
-# lometimes called the: Spirit of Regeneration, 
- the Spirit of Renovation, the Spirit of San- 
. Aifxcarion, the Spirit' of Holineſs, - the Sptrit 
of Adoption, the Spirit of Prayer and-Suppli- 
.-. cation, the Spirir of Life,- &c, according: to 


'*rhe 


Ji" f 


* +- * And this great and more iffuſive and ef 


* the various Energies that this great-Efluſjon 
< of the Influences of the Bleſſed -Sp:rit had up- 
* on the Minds of Men; _ CS. 


; * fectual -Efluſion of this Influence under the 
* Goſpel was no other than what was prophe- | 
* fied of by the ancient Prophets, 7a. 25. 7. 4 . 4 
* will deſtroy in this Mountain, the covering cat | 
* upon the Face of all People. Ifa. 11. 9. The 

| * Earth ſhall be filled with the Knowledze of the 

| * Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. Ila. 54. 

F * I 3. All thy Children ſhall be taught of the Lord. 
*Ifa.-59. 20. 7his is my Covenant that I will 
"make with them, my Spirit, that is upon thee, 
*and the Words which T have put in thy Mouth, 

* ſhall not depart from thee, nor from thy Seed, 

| * or from thy Seeds Seed. Ezek. 36. 27. 1 will 

" put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk 

* 7n my Statutes, and keep my Judgmeats, and do 

"chem. la. 44. 3. 7 will pour out my Spirit 

* upon thy Seed. Joel 2. 28. I will pour out my 

* Spirit upon all Fleſh. And this Energy of rhe 

© Divine Influence appears, 1. By a ſecret Irra- 


? c 


* diation and ///umination of the Underſtanding. 
* 2. By a powerful Perſuaſion and Zuclining of 
*the Will; both which, as they were with a 
* more vigorous and efte&tual Diſpenfation 
*under the firſt breaking out of the Light of 
" che'Goſpel, ſo they do accompany. rhe Publi- ; 
* cation of ir unto this day, and ſhall unto Tm 

| en 
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b «end of the World; though by reaſon of the ' 


: ll < Corruption of the Lives and Manners of 
un *Mankind, not with equal Succeſs in all 
* Ages. 


We have here the Judgment: and Belief of 
tlys Great and Good Man of a Divine Efflux 
upon the Underſtandings and Wills of Men, 
and that even among rhe Heathen, thoſe fo 
famed tor VWiſdow, Fuſtice, Prety, and Knowledge, 
were Illuminated and Guided by a Divine In- 
fluence. And we have here alſo the Ground 
of this his Judgment. 1. Obſervations in Na- » 
ture. 2, The Sentzments of Learned and Un- 
derſtanding Men, Philoſophers in all Ages. 
3- The Authority of the Sacred Scriptnres.; ts 
which, he elſewhere adds his own Experience, 
And whereas he had in ſome things changed 
his Opinion, as he ſaw cauſe, from what it was 
in his younger time, this he received early, as 
appears by tome of his Firſt Writings, and re- 
taind conſtantly to the laſt, as appears by his 
Treatiſe of Humility, which he wrote upon my 
Motion, not long b*fore his laſt Sicknels. 

In his Treatiſe of Wiſdom, and the Fear of God, 
alter other particulars of the Wiſdom of the 
Fear of God, he adds, in the 10th place: But 7 
tt beſides all this, there ts yet a Secret but a mot 
: Certain Truth, that highly improveth that Wif- 
| dom, which the Fear of the Lord bringeth, and 

that 15 this, That thoſe that truly fear God have 
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4 Secret Guidance from a higher Wiſdom, than 


what is barely Humane ; namely, by the Spirit 


of Truth and Wiſdom, that doth really and 


truly, but ſecretly prevent and dire them, And 
let ns Man think that this is a piece of Fanaticifm. 
Any Man that frucerely aud truly fears: Almighty 
God, relies upon Him, calls upon Him for his 
Guidance aud Direction, bath it as really as the 
Son hath the Counſel and Diredion of his Father : 
and though the Voice be not audible, nor the Di- 
reftion always perceptible to Senſe, yer it is 6- 
qually a real as if a Man heard the Yoice ſaying, 
Fhis is the Way, walk in it. And this Secret 
Direfion of Almighty God is principally ſeen 7 
Matters relating to the Good of the Soul : but it 
may allo be found in the Great aud Momentous 
Concerns of this Life, which a Good Man, that 
fears God, and begs his Direction, ſhall very often, 
if not at all times, find. And in his 7 reatiſe 
ef Humility, ſpeaking of this Guidance: and 
Direction of Almighty wy 5 in reſation to a 
aouble End; x. The Salv#:on and Happineſs 
of the Soul. 2. In all the Walk and Concern 
of this Lite ; as to this latter he faith ; The Azr 
doth a0t-more aaturally yield to our Attr altion 
in R eſpiration, or. 10, injinuate it felf into thoſe 
{p4 25 that are receptive of it, than the Divine 
Aſtftaace, Guidance, od Beneficence doth to the 
Dejires, Br VITENC! ies, and Wants of an humble 
Soul \ ſenſi Me of its own » Empride 5 and Defictency, 
an 
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and imploring the Direfion, Guidance, and Bleſ- 

fing of the moi? Wiſe and Bountiful God. And 

then adds, 7 can call my own Experience to 
witneſs, that even in the Fxternal Attions, Occur- - 

il rences aud Incidences of my whole Life, TI was 
| 27 never diſappointed of the beſt Guidance and. 

: Direction, when in Humility and Senſe of my own 

Deficiency, and difidence of my own Ability to di- 

reft my ſelf, or to grapple with the Difficulties 

of my Life, I have, with Humility and Sincerity, 
mplored the Secret Direftion and Guidance of the 

Devine Wiſdom and Providence. This he ſpeaks 
of the ſecret Guidance by the Spirit of Truth, 

by Nlumination of the Underſtanding, and Jn- 
clinatiom of the Will ; bur there is another 
j Secret Guidance by a Providential Diſpoſal of: 
Occurrences, which he doth not here exclude, . ! 
yet ſeems more eſpeciaily to intend, when he. 

afterward appeals to the Experience _ of. 
others. eg Fol 
T have alſo obſerved, as well from whiat he - 
hath ſaid upon ſeveral Occafions, as from di- | 
| vers Paſſages in his Writings, that he had from - 
| his younger time, in all his Life, not only a. 
. 5" great reſpe& to this ſecrer Guidance .of the * 
; Spirit of God, but alſo fo great a Senſe of the- 
f Malice, Subtlety, and Energy of the Evil Spi- © 
| rits, as made him very vigilant againft them. _ 

And I doubt not but his conſtant and reverend 
Attendance to that Holy Conduc, and. his - 

| TR pr pron _ Vigilance 
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Vigilance againſt the Wiles and Devices of 
thoſe inviſible Enemies, were a principal Means 
whereby he became ſo Grear and Good a Man, 
as he was. A 
This 1s genuine Chriſtianity, and therefore. it. 
cannct but move Indignation in the Hearts of; 
True Chriſtians, to ſee ſo Great and Noble a 
Principle of their Religion to be ſo unworthily. 
expos'd, contemned and reproached, as this. 
hath been in our Times, partly by ſenſual Bruits, 
pattly by conceired animal Pretenders to Reaſon; 
and partly by inconſiderate Oppoſers of Enthu-. 
ſtaſm. Nay, it is a Principle not peculiar to- 
the times of the Incarnation of the Eternal Za. 


gos, and ſucceeding Ages, but made manifeſt - 
' = by that Light which enlighteneth every Man 
We cometh into the World, unto all pious and, 


irtuous Souls from the beginning: . and it is a . 
dangerous ſign of an empty, bewidowed, des. 
{erred Soul, tor any Man to ſpeak ſlightly or 
irreverently of ſo Holy a Principle. That Ex- - 
cellent Philoſopher and Emperor Antaumes, be-., 
ſides divers other Paſſages to the purpoſe, hath -: 
expreſſed himſelf in one place in the very words ., 
before uſed by our Author. Sexeca affirms. 1t ; / 
Bonus Vir fine Deo nemo ei ; beſides many Pals 
ſages to this purpoſe: And Cicero, beſides what £. 
more largely ellewhere, Nemo vir Magnus /me | 
aliquo Aſflatu Divimo unquam fult.  Sccrates 1s . 
notorious, and Plato, and his Followers Plotinus, 

co Porphirius, 
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Porphirins,” Jamblicus; Proclus, &c. are known 

and. confeſsd to have been of the fame Judg- 
ment; as alfo the Chaldaick and Feyptian Phi 
loſophers. The fame 1s obſcrv'd of Democritns, 


- That he thought rhat there were no Men Wiſe 
S beſides thoſe who were inſpird with a Divine 


Influence : And Theophra/tus, and indeed all the 
better Philoſophers, are noted to have had the 
fame Sentiments. And even Ariftotle himſelf, 


- as great a Rationaliſt as he was, hath plainly 


expreſſed himſelf to have been of the fame 


Judgment, in ſeveral places. In one among the 


reſt to this effect: They who are moved by a 
Divine Tuſtin ought not to conſult Humane Kea 


fon, but follow the Interior Tnjtind ; becauſe they 


are moved by a better Principle than [Tumant 
Reafon. And that the fame Sentiments were 
among the Gentiles in very ancient times, we 
may obſerve im the Sacred Scriptures, Daz. 4, 


'8. and 5. It. and long before, J-b 32.8: 33: 


24, I5, 16. and Ger. 41. 38. and 39. 3. and 
before, 26. 28. and bctore that, 21, 22. And 
for the Fews, it is very plain that in thoſe Ex* 
cellent Books of Wiſdom and Eccleſraſticus, by 
the Name of #/7/dom, this Divine Influence and 
Conduct is intended. _ 4 
And tor the Chri/#;ans, the Doctrine of ou 
Saviour and his Apoſtles is fo expreſs to this 
purpoſe, that they who would evade the gent 
me denſe of their Words, are forced to {train 


their 


__— 
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their Wits to the utmoſt, and rheir Conſciences ' 
too, I doubt, it they be not ſtupifted before hand, 
| nced not recite the places, which every one 
may have recourſe to at pleaſure ; and therefore 


it may be ſufficient to note them under ſeveral 
Heads ; as, 


I. The ' Prediflions of the Prophets, 7. — 


3:1 54-: 13. ( recited by our Saviour, Fo. 6. 45 
Jer. 31. 33, 34. Ezek. 11. 19: 36. 26, 27s. 
Joel 2. 28. recited by St. Peter, and applycd 


not only to the Chriſtians then, but to thoſe 


allo who ſhould come atter, A&. 2.17: 33. 39: 
Lech. 3.0. Mat. 3.1. 

Il. Promiſes of our Saviour, Lak. 11. 13. Jo. 
7.4399 L. 16, 47, 23,26: 5. 26: 16. 7. Lu. 
2.4. 49. Act. 1. 4,8: 2.30. 


Ill. The Accompliſhment of theſe Precictions | 


and Proms. 

:. In the Original viſible Effuſion on the day 
of Peateco5f, upon the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriſtians, AA. 2. XL 3:-4;-33- 

2. By a Miniſterial=Communication, AT. 8. 
IS;£7:{£0. 44:19; 6; Gal. 3: 2 5, £4: 2 Tim. 
Li by 2 Con,-3. 6,8. 


3. By internal Reſfidenceand Operation, Wh; . 
Rom. 9, 9. -T'E” 


mination and Sandaification, 
L Cor. 3. 16:- 6. 19. Epy. C2, 2 Tim. L. I 
L. Fo. * 24. Gat, 4. 6, DER: 4 0, Corr x% 
5. Flul, 2.13. 


4. By 


! 
5 
? 
' 
' 
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UH 4 By ſpecial and particular Manifeſtation ad 
{Wii Condud, variouſly exhibited ; as, > 
FA x. By Viſions and Revelations, A. y. ro, 
I2: fO. IO: I1. 28; 16.9: 18.9: 24, 
x7. Cor. 11.33: 1.4, 6, 10: 146 
2.4, 29, JO, Jt. 2 Cor. 12.1, 2,7. (v. La, 
2. 26.) Gal. 1. 12: 2.2. 
2, By Allocutions, AA. 8. 29: 10. 19: 13, 
2.4: 23: 9. | 3 Hs 
3. By Impullſes and Excitations, (v. Le. 2, 
27.) 4d.4.8, 13, 31: 5. 20. 
4- By Prohibitions, A. 16. 6: 20. 23:. *tn 
4, IT. and Reſtraints, 4. 16. 7. F 
IV. Admonitions. 
1. How coobtain it, Jo. 14. 15, 16, 17, 23. 
Act, 5. 32. Lo. 1x. 12. Ja. 1.5. Rev. 
$0. + F&. 4-13; | 
2. To tollow and obey it, Rom. 8. r, 4, 
5; 9, I}, I4. Gal. 5. 16, 18, 25: Eph. 
4. 30. - | 
3. To try the Spirits, x Jo. 4. 1: 1 Gor. 
5 T4: 209, bt 
7 More might be added; but theſe ars mote 
'f than enough. And to theſe it wonld not be 
TS hatd to add a trae Catholick Interpretation and 
a. Comment, that is, The Sentiments of the mot? 
ancient Ehriſtian Writers, and others of themoſt 
Eminent of after Ages ; ſuch as HZermas, Juſtine, 
 Tatian, Irengus, Tertullian, Cyprian, Novatian, 
Hilary, Nazianzes, Ambroſe, Hierom, 4 ws 
an 


mY eons Het” p# ; 
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and many others; but it would be too long for 


this place and occafion. And therefore to make 
fhort Work, inſtead of ther, I will here repre- 
ſent their Sentiments in ſome ſhort Notes of an 
Eminent and molt Learned Annotator, who was 
well acquainted with them, and doth ſometimes 
interſperſe forme of their Teſtimonies in his 
Writings : It ts the Famous Hugo Grotins. Theſe, 
faith he, upon Mat. 18. 10. ( who dedicate 


themſelves to God with a true Fairh, and there- 


upor are accounted his pecular People ) God, as 


>- be doth favour them with a peculiar Providence, 
fo he ſeems to give to each an Angel Guardian t0 


euide and aſſiſt them,either perpetually of certainly, 
*ntil they come to the full Poſtefiton of the Divine 
Spirit: For ſo I ſee the Ancient Chriſtiars did be- 
lieve. And in his Pref. to his Annot. upon the 


Eviſtle to the Romans. Into the Heart purified 


by Faith, as into 4 clean Veſſel, God doth infuſe 
his Spirit ; I mean the Spirit of Chrift full of 
Love of God, and of our Neighbour, and of all 
Goodneſs. — Thoſe who have this Spirit of God, 


and carefully keep it, God d)th account as born of | 
Him, and like unto Him « to them he gpves a. 


certain Right to Heavenly aud Eternal Goed 
Things, —— Neither is the Fleart purified but by 
Faith in Chrift ; nor is the Spirit infaſed but into 
a Heart ſo purified; nor doth he plainly own for 
his any but who are endowed with that Spirit. 
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the Divine Admonitions, at lentth recerve the Tys 
dwelling Spirit ; fo they who readily conſent to the 
Sugeſtions of the Devil, at length, God deſerting 
them, become the Slaves of Satan. Upon Fe. 5. 
45. Thoſe ( to whom the Goſpel is Preached ) 
become taught of God, that is, if they would, if 
they be greedy of it, if they do not rejeft the Be- 
nefits offered, and even ford upon them, They 
will have no need to have recourſe to Learned Men, 
that from them they may learn the Myſteries of 
the Old Teſtament. Upon Fph. 1. 17. The Spi- 
rit of God which is given to Believers, doth, among 
other things, imprint alſo Wiſdom in their Souls, not 
that of the things of this World, of which Philsſ6- 
phers did boaſt, but of thoſe things which conduce 
to a better Life, The ſame $ pirtt doth reveal 
alſo to thoſe who are his, things future and ſecret, 
which cannot be known by humane Meais. Upon 
T Jo. 2. 20. The Spirit doth ſuggeſt to us in all 


+ Circumſtances, both the Precepts of Chriſt, aud 
 fach Hints or Notices as are meet for the Occaſion, 
'v. 27. What we are to do in every Circumſtance : 


Fi f 
4 / þ 
Us "S 


For there are certain Differences, which Times, 
Places, and Perſons, require. Therefore is there 
often need of Admonition to hit the way of our 
Duty. See Jer. 31. 34. Jo. 6. 45. and, if you 
pleaſe, Sexeca Epiſt. 94. And upon 1 7hefſ. 4. 9. 
The Holy Ghoſt teacheth you concerning all things 
zo be dove. By how much the more there is of the 
Syzrit, ſo much the leſs need is there of Preſcripts. 

- 7 his 


the Spirit of God: i 3 


This Place is not to be unde} toad of the General | 
Precept, but of ſpecial Determinations, as all | 
. hings, Ferſons, and Times do require. And Gal. 
5. 18. 7) hoſe who are led by the Spirit, as now of 
Are, have no need of the Law, the Guardian 0 
their Touth. And Rom. $. 4. Thoſe who walk 
after the Sparit, he inter Da thoſe who having 
obtained the Foly Spirit, do conſtantly obey its<D | | 
Motions : and afte rwards, v. 5. They that are | 
after the Spirit, he interprets, thoſe who are poſ= _ 
feſſed by the Spirit of God ; which doth aot now _o- 
come to paſs, but by Chriſt. And, v. 12. he 
notes, Go bath given hw $ pirit that we ſhould. 

uſe it ; and again, So great a Gueſt will be treated _ 2; 
with C are ; otherwiſe he will bid farewell to his 
Lodging. And to conclude, x Theff. 5. 23. 
Spirit here, faith he, 7s that 77, Ho HR it, inhabit- 

ins in the Souls of C briftians, aud if it be carefully 2) 
kept, adhering to Souls unto Death, by after Death 
even to the Reſurretion; and then referrs to what 

he had faid, x Cor. 15. 44. to Yterom upon 
Gal. 5. and. recites, to the ſame purpoſe, the 

Words of Philo, Treneus, Tatianu, Clem. Alex- 
anarints, and Terts an. Mere might be addc eds 

but this js enough to ſhew the Mind of this 
ercat Man, concerning the Neceffity of. our <0 
having the Spirit of God dwelling in us, the 
Effects of his Reſidence in Light and Condu, 

A our Duty how to treat? It. 
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TE a And thar this is allo the Belict of the Charch . 
of Fagland, ( however ſome of late have com- | 

monly prevyn to ſpeak, if nor deipitclully and: 


, Yet too ſlightly of fo great and 
holy a Principle of our Religion ) may appear, 
by the moſt Authentick Evidence that can be, 
her moſt ſolemn Addreſſes to Almighty God in 
divers Colledts for this very purpole : As, tor 
all Perſons to be Baptized, betore they be Bap- 
tized, to give his Holy Spirit to them, that they 
may be born again, &c. and after they be Bap- 
tized, to give his Holy Spirit to them, that they 
may continue his Servants, and attain his Promiſes: 
So likewiſe for all Perfons Confirmed, to ſtrengthen 
them with the Holy Ghoft, and daily increaſe m 
them his manifold Gifts of Grace : before Impo- 
{tion of Hands, and rhen again together with 
tae Impoſition of Hands, that they may daily in- 
creaſe in his Holy Spirit; and again afterward, 
that his Holy Spirit may ever te with them, and 
fo lead them, &c. and laſily, for all rhe Con- 
gregation upon ſeveral Occaſions ; as, upon the 
Narwvity of our Lord, that they may datly be 
renowed by his Holy Spirit, Upon the 19th Sure | 
day aiter Trinity, that his Zoly Spirit may in 
ai thinss Dre and Rule our Hearts. Upon . 
tae firft Sunday in Lent, that we may ever obey 
vis Godly Potions. Upon Eafter-Day, that as by 
thy ſpecial Grace preventing us, thou doi? put into 
var Minds good Defires ; fo by thy continual Help 


we 


the Spirit of God. 2X 


we may bring the ſame to good Effet. Upon the 
FHifth Sunday after Fafter, that by his Holy Inſp? 
ration we may think thoſe things that be grod, and V | 
by his mercifu! Guiding may perform the ſame : 
and others to the like Effet ; as, upon the Sur- 
day after Aſcenſion, Whitſunday, the 13th Sunday 
after Trinity, the Colle& at the beginning of 
the Communion Service, And at every Morning 
and Evening Service, all are admoniſhed to beſeech 
him to give us his Toly Spirit, And in the 
Coll. for Grace, we pray to God, hat all our 
doings may be ordered by bis Governance : and 
in the Litany, to indue us with the Grace of 
his Holy Spirit, to amend our Lives according 
fo his Holy Word. In the Ordering of Deacons, 
this Queſtion is firft to be asked by the Biſhop, 
Do you truf? that you are imvardly moved by the 


Holy Ghift to take upon you this Office and Mini- 


ftration, &c 2 In the Ordering of Prieſts, the | 
Biſhop fays, Recezve the Holy Ghoft for the 
Office aud Work of a Prieſt in the Church of Ged, 
&c. And in the Conlecration of a Bif-»p, the 
Arch-Biſhop ſays, Receive the Holy Gh:/t for the 
Office and Work of a Biſhop, &c. and at each 
1s ſung the Hymn, Come Holy Ghoſt, &c. And 
in the Exhortation in the Commination, this is # 
mentioned as one of the Conditions of our Pare 
don, viz. If we will be ordered by the Gover- 
ance of his Holy Spirit, And in the Articles 
of Religion, Arr, 17, are mentioned togerher 

| C % G: 1,72 / 1 
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Godly Perſons and ſuch as feel in themſebves the 


Working of the Spirit of Chrift, mortifyinr, QC. 


'* To this Authority of the Church, I will fub- 
Joyn the Judgment of one of her Sons, who, 
though at firlt it ſeems he was carried away 
with the common Prejuaice of the Agz, yet 
afterward, upon better conſideration, extricated 
himſelf, and recover'd a better Judgment, and 
hasinfew words faid what is much to the purpoſe. 
- That God himſelf affords his Intimacies and Cons 
verſes to the better Souls, which are prepar'd for it. 
_ T7 confeſs the proud and phantaſtick Pretences 
of many of the conceited Melancholiſts in this Age, 
to Divine Communioa, have prejudiced divers ms 
telligent Perfons avainſ} the Belief of any fuch 
happy Youchjafement ; ſo that they conclude the 
Deftrine of Immediate Communion with the Deity 
7n this Life to be but an hizh- flown Notion of warm 


Imagination, and over-luſcious Self-Flattery : 


and I acrnowledre I have my ſelf had Thoughts 
of this nature, ſuppoſing Communion with God 
fo be nthing elſe but the Exerciſe of Vertue, and 
that Peace and thoſe Comforts which naturally 
refult from it. 

But T have conſidered fiuce, That God*s more 
mear and immediate imparting himſelf to the Soul 
that is prepar'd for that Happineſs by Divine 


03” Love, Humility, and Re{irnation ia the way of a 
Vital Touch, and Senſe, is a thins poſſible in it 
elf, aud will be a great part of our Heaven : 


T hat 


._ LS: 


the Spirit of God. ey 


That Glory is begun in Grace, and God is pleaſed 
to give ſome excellent Souls the happy Antepaft : 
That holy Men in ancient times have ſought and 
gloried in this Enjoyment, and never complain ſo- 
forely, as when it was with-held and interrupted : 
That the Expreſſions of Scripture run inffnitel 
this way, and the bejt of modern good Men do,- 
from their own Experience, atteſt it : That this' 
ſpiritualizeth Religion, and renders its Fnjoyments 
more comfortable and delicious : That it keeps the 
» Soul under a wivid ſenſe of God, and is a rand 
Security azainſt Temptation : That it holds it ſted- 
dy amidſt the Flatteries of a proſperous State, and 
gives it the moft grounded Anchorage and Support 
amidſt the Waves of an adverſe Condition : That 
'tis the nobleff Encouragement to Vertue, and the 
highe&t Aſſurance of an happy Immortality. T 
ſay, T conſidered theſe weighty Things, and won- 
der'd at the CareleſSneſs and Prejudice of Thoughts, 
that occaſion d my ſuſpeting the Reality of ſo glo- 
rious a Priviledzge : I ſaw how little Reaſon there 
is in denying Matters of inward Senſe, becauſe 
our ſelves do not feel them, or cannot form an Ap- 
prebenhon of them in our Minds: I am convinced 
that things of guft and reliſh muff be judged by 
the ſentient and vital Faculties, and not by the 
woetical Exerciſes of ſpeculative UVnderſtandings : 
And upo;: the whole, I believe infinitely, that the 
Divine Spirit affords its ſenſible: Preſence, and 
zmmediate Beatifick Touch to ſome Rare Souls, 

C4 who 


Feb ns Holy Meditation ; ſpiritual in their Deſires, and 
WY calm in their Aﬀetlions - devout Lovers of God 
f - and Vertue, and: tenderly affed ionate to all the 
[ { World ; fincere in their Aims, and circumppett” tn 
Bt 7 their Adtions ; ; inlarged in th ir Souls, and clear 
Jl in their Minds. T keſe, IT think, are the Diſpo- 


ommunion : And God tranſatts not n this near 


drone ats _ — die doe 
Sly TAE i IE 
by 'L ” " 


1 {5h - his [nfizence ; and ſuch, I believe, he never fails 
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balent and Neotional, Confident and Immode#f, 
Impericus and Malicious ; that doat upon T. -ifles 
IT and run fiercely into the ways of a Sect ; that are 


Þ 


lifted up in the = / 2G 104 of the glorious Fre 


rogatiues of themſelves and their Party, and 


feorn all the World befdes; for fuch, 1 ay, be 
their Pretenficns what they will, to Druime Commis 
+ nion, Ittapfes, and Diſcoveries, 1 believe them aot; 
£ their Faucies abuſe them, or they would us : For 
Fl Az what Communion hath [.; ight with Darkneſs, or _ 
h bf Sparit of the Holy One with thoſe, whe iſe Gent 

TY and Wzys are fo unlike Him 2 But the. other 
none Souls / deſcribed, will as certainly be 
Qf7 viſited by the Divine Pr. efence and Converſe, as 
#02 Chre/taline" Streams crc wi ith the Beams of 

Y [iTÞt 


of ety 
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PT who are diveſted of carnal Self, and mundane 
Pleaſares, cbſtrafted from the Bod y by Prayer and 


> as that are requiſite 70 fit us for Divine 


_ ppay, but with prepared Sfirits, who are thus dif. 
poſed for the Manifeſtation of his Preſence, and 


fo bleſs with theſe happy fore taſks of Glory. But * 
07 for theſe that are Paſſicnate and Cenceited, Tur- 


1 


= was Es IJ WR * Wo 
K tt Pomy 


- 


the Spirit of God. 25 


Light, or the fitly prepared Farth, whoſe Seed 
1s in it ſelf, will be atluated þ y the $ ras it of 
Nature. 

There is a late Writer of no mean Learning 
and Parts, and Authority too among thole of 
his own Party, who reckons the Deſpiſi ing of 
the Foly Spirit, and his Operations now, to be 
a Sin of the ſame Nature with the Apoſtacy of 
the Jews by Idolatry of old, and afterwards by 


 rejefting of our Saviour at his coming : and 


yet in deteſtation of Enthuftaſm, utterly aban- 


dons all Impulſes and Motions to 7 hings and 


Attions, which are not acknowledged Duties in 
the -mſelves, evidenced by the Word « of Truth, &e. 
under the Name of Jrrational- Impreſſions, and 
violent Tuclinations : and what ſome Men terid 
by Impulſes, he ſays, he knows not. Indeed 
they who reject all tuch things, reject they 
know not what. And did they thereby only 
hurt themſelves, it might be thought a juſt 
Punithment : but lucih confident Afertions i in 


\ Print may not only be hurtſul to Men, but alfo 
- injurious to the Witkdom and Goodneſs of God, 


which is not to be limited by Mens Conceitts. 
The Jews heretofore had rhe Favour to 7nquzre 
al God, and receive Anjwers and Diredion 1n 
their ſpecial Exigences: and 1f the Chriftians 
are nor allowed that Favour now, it may be. 
thought rhat rhe State of Chriſtians is inferior 
to that of the Jews then, in a Matter of great 

Importance ; 
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Importance; or that the Chriſtians now are, ' 


«EA RATGT a= 


as the latter Jews were, fallen from the Inte-' 


ority of the true Chriſtian State: Nor can 
conceive any reaſon why Chriſtians ſhould not 
have ſome f1xch Means tor this purpoſe, as the 
ancient Jews had, but that every Chriſtian 
ought to have a Divine Oracle in his own 
Breaſt, by the Reſidence of the Spirit of God 


there, if we were indeed ſuch as our Proteſſion 
doth require, and oblige us to be, that 1s, truly: 
_ Spiritual, and Heavenly-minded. It doth there- 


fore concern us to inquire, whether the Fault 
be not in our ſelves, it God doth not anſwer 


us, as it was with Saul, when God was de- 
parted front him, rather than to diſhonour our : 


Profeſſion, by arguing againſt the Truth to 
cover our Shame? and fince the Lord's Ear 
1s not heavy that it cannot hear, whether our 
Sins have not interpoſed between our God and 
us, that he will not hear > Certainly we often 
need a Wiſdom more than Humane in many 
Cafes, wherein the General Prefcripts arc not 
ſufficient. _ 

For, as many things are /awf#/, which may 
not be expedzent ; ſo many things may be ex- 


pedient, or neceſſary, which may not be acknows | 


ledged Duties in themſelves, evidenced by the 
Word of Truth; the written Word ; and to the 
ſuccelstul Performance of acknowledged Duties 
certain Crcumſeances may be, and often are fo 


neceſlary, 
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neceſſary, that unleſs duly obſerved, all En- 


deavours would be fruſtrate: and all theſe 
Expediences and Circumſtances may be, and 
frequently are, ſuch as are not diſcernable by 
us Mortals, without forme Notice from more 
Intelligent Bemgs. If therefore the All-ſeeing, 


Wye, and Gracious God, be pleaſed, either im- 


mediately by his own Spirit, or mediately by 
any of the Inviſible Miniſters of his Providence, 


to afford any ſuch Divine Favours to ſuch 
Mortals as are duly diſpoſed for the fame; if 
taking notice of the Sincerity of his Servant, 


he be pleaſed, by any ſecret /mpreſſron upon his 
Heart or Mind, or other Notices, to conduct 


nm in theſe things, or in any thing of his Will 


and Pleaſure, though without manifeſting the 
Reaſons of it, to exerciſe his Reafonable Crea- 
ture to the Subjeftion of his Intelle&t to the 
Divine Wiſdom, as well as his Will to Obedience 
to his Pleaſure: as he who after competent 
Experience of this, ſhoula be diſobedient. to any 
iuch Notice, would certainly incurr $7z more 
or leſs, and juſtly deſerve Correction; 1o it 
would be no leſs Irpiety againtt that Holy 
Majeſty, and Miſchief to Men, to raiſe among{t 
them any Scandal or Prejudice againlt it, and 
therenpon a great Indiſpolition tor 1t, by any 


#ndus Oppoſition of Fauaticiſm, withour ſuſticient * 


Diſtinction and Caution, than it is ſmpudence 
and Inconſiderateneſs in others, to expole them- 
| | os {elves 
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ſelves and their Followers to the Deluſions of / 
Evil Spirits by high Pretences to ſuch Divine 
and extraordinary Favours, without any Regard | 
to, or Notice of thoſe ſpecial Qualifications, 
and Cautions for Tryal of Spirits, which are 
neceſſary to capacitate them for* ſuch Favour, 
and to ſecure them againſt ſuch Deluſtons. It 
requires therefore no ſmall Cautron, ( to ule 
this Author's Expreſſion ) that under an in- 
 vidious Name they reject nor ſuch Favours, 
or calumniate ſuch an Holy Conduct: and, 
that they eſpecially who reproach others with 
- limiting the Holy Spirit, do not themſelves 1n | 
this, what in other things they condemn un | 
others, with leſs Reaſon. - 
And certainly great Caution is likewiſe to | 
be uſed on the other fide, that we preſume not | 
to attribute to the Holy Spirit of God, what is 
meerly the Imaginations or Effuſions of our 
own vSptrit ; what is meerly Humane Invention, 
or Artifice; and even the Inſpirations and De- 
luſions of Satan transformed into an Angel of 
_ Light. By this means is great Indignity com- 
monly done to the Holy and Pure Spirit: and 
great Sin contracted by Mens arrogating to 
themſelves thoſe Gifts and Graces, which they 
havelittle of, and recommending themſelves and 
their Performances upon ſuch high Pretences ; 
and great Scandal given to Peopte to think 

meany of fo great a Principle of our Religion. 
There 


the Spirit of God. 29 

There are three Great Means which God hath 
provided for; us to lead us into all neceſfar 
Truth : Natural Reaſon, Supernatural Revelg- 
tion communicated by Perſons authorized by 
Divine Commiſſion fo to do, and Special 1lu- 
mination and Direttion of the Holy Spirit. And cy, / 
they who carefully uſe all theſe in their due 
Order, cannot err. But they who fet up thefe 
one againſt another, do uiually run themſelves 
and lead others into great Errors. And hence 
it is that fo great Diforders and Miſchiefs have 
through the Subtilty and Energy of Satan been 
brought into the Church by Perſons pretending 
to ſome one of theſe in a kind of Oppoſition to 
ſome other of them : either of Right Reaſon, 
or of the Pure Word of God ; or of the Spirit 
and Spiritual Worſhip. 

I do not doubt but they who pretend moſt 
to Rizht Reaſon, in oppoſition to Infpiration, are 
even therein very ſtrongly inſpired; but by the £7 
ſubtile Spirit of Oppotition, and are in effect 
as great and pernicious Fanaticks as any, though 
they leaſt ſuſpe&t it. But not only rhoſe un- 
happy Atheiſtical Preteaders to Reaſon, who 
deſpiſe all Revelation and Revealed Religion ; 


- Gut ſuch as profeſs themlelves Chriſtians ; and 


not only that z:ſoleut and preſumptuous Set, 
who affert the Divine Authority of the Scrip- 
tures, and yet make no fcruple to firain and 
wrelſt them to comply with their pre-conceived 

Notions : 
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Notions : but more Moderate Men, and ſuch as | 
pretend higheſt to the Pure Word of God, and. 


to the moſt: pure -Spiritual Worſhip, and cry 
out againſt Man-made Divinity, and againſt 


Fanaticiſm too ; by indulging roo much to þ 
their own Conceits, have brought ſuch Diſor- 
ders and Miſchiefs into the Church, as are not : 


much to be doubted were the Fruits of the In- 


fluences and Impreſſions of the Spirit of Delu- ' 


ſion upon their Mind. Hence are many run 


from Superſtition into Prophaneneſs ; from” 


Kdolatry into Sacrilege; from Formality into 


Contempt or Neglect of the moft Solemn Chri- | 
ftian Worſhip; from beggarly Rudiments and * 
Carnal Ordinances, to make light of the Infti- { 


tutions of Chriſt ; from Monkiſh Aufterity, 


map <1 2uf "dy Sued q I; : 
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as they call ir, into common Indulgence and | 


Gratifications to Senſe; from Popitth Merit into 
Carleſineſs, Worldly-mindednefs, Selfiſhneſfs, and 
little Concern for the Honour of God, or Sal- 


vation of Souls; from the Traditions of Mcn 
and Popiſh Pretences, to deny all, even of the 
Apoſtles, the Authority of the Catholick Chnrch,- | 


and the Catholick Senſe and Interpretation of 
divers of the Evangelical and Apoſtolical Pre- 
cepts and Directions; and, at aft, to limit our 
Saviour's' Sermon upon the Mount to the times 
of Perſecution, till, at laſt, by thoſe means, we 
are grown ripe for a Perſecution, or fome other 


fevere awakening and purging Judgment. All 


this, 


— 


— 


- all to beware that rhey be not deceived by a. 


the Spirit of God. Jr 
this, and more that might be noted, we cannot 
impute meerly to the Weakneſs and Corruption 
of Men, unleſs we can imagin that all the 
Powers of Darknels have been all the while 
meer idle Spectators. But if they have been ' } 
fo ſubtle and active thus to deceive the Gentiles 
in theſe latter times, and the beſt of Men have 
not been exempt from their Aſfaults, it concerns 
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Spirit of Deluſion under any of theſe Appea- 
rances, either of the Good Spirit, or of the 
Scripture, or of Reaſon: that they embrace 
not falſe Concluſions inſtead of Righr Reaſon, 
their own Conceits, or the Novel Opinions of 
{ome-SeQ, inſtead of the Genuine Senſe of the 
Scriptures, or Satan transformed for the Spirit 
of. God; leaſt, by any means, as the Serpent be- 
gailed Eve throuh his Subtilty, their Minds ſhould 
be corrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt. 
And there 1s no way poſlible to eſcape rhis bur 
by the Aid, Ilumination, and Conduct of the 
Holy Spirit of God. Nor are any to be be- 
leved to be Jed by that Spirit, when rhey go 
out of the way preſcribed by Chrift, and by 
his Apoſtles, who were Commuſitoned by Him : 
tor it-is the Spirit of Chriſt, and of his Fulneſs 
we all receive. As thegghaw was our Schoot- 
maſter to bring us unto Ehrift, ſo is Obſervance 
oi the Preſcripts of the Golpel defigned for our 
Tutourage, to bring vs to the Spirir. To that 
we 


i 
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We we muſt come, or we are none of his : buf ; 
MET that way we muſt come, and in that way we | 


"if pe mult keep, or elſe we ſhall be led by the | 
WE Spirit of Error, and miſtake that for the Spirit 


Bl of Truth. If we do well confider the Holy 
MF Scriptures, rhe Nature of the Holy Spirit, and - 
{-#F>- the Fruits of the Spirit, we may fearn what 
1 91s Qualifications are requiſite to obtain that ins 
3 eſtimable Treaſure; and by what Signs and: 
i: CharaFers 1t may be known and diſtinguiſhed. 
: 3 And thereby we may diſcern that many, who 
© 3k pretend highly to the Spirit, are much out of 
4 3 the way of the true Spirit of God; and many 
It Ted by the ſubrile Spirit of Antichriſt, under 
the appearance of an Angel of Light, to under- 
mine the Goſpel and Inſtitutions of Chrift ; 10 
do ceſpite to the Spirit of Grace, and to raiſe | 
Scandals and Prejudices againſt the Holy Do- 
arine, which they pretend, and it may be think 
to aftert, and to indiſpoſe Men for the Re- | 
ception of thoſe Graces, which thoſe envious * 
and malicious Spirits may know to be ready 
to be communicated to them. And this thould 
make others the more cautious, rhat they:be 
not fſublcrvient to, and be made the very Tools 
of theſe wicked Agents in their Oppoſition, 
leaſt ar laſt they be iggplved with them in rheir | 
Condemnation. T 
The True way to reduce the miſled People, 1s, 
not to deny or diflemble the Holy germ / 
much 


| 
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the Spirit of 60d. 33 
much leſs to villifie or reproach it; but plainly 


to afſert the Truth, and ſhew them wherein, 


and by what Means they are miſkd from it : 
r. That the Spirit of God is the moſt precious 
and deſirable rhing in the World, and abſolutely 
heceſlary ; but ir 1s to be defired principally 
to transform us into its own Nature: to lead 
us into all neceſſary Trurh ; to endue us with 
Power to overcome all our Corruptions, and 
all Temptations, and to adorn us with all thoſe 
Graces, which ennoble Humane Nature, and 
raiſe it above its ſelf, and fo make us Chriſtians 
indeed ; and to conduct us in all the important 
Occurrences of our Lives; but to deſire it 
tor Matters of Oſtentation, to glory in Divine 
Communications, or over-earneſtly ſeek after 
the Contolations, through 1mparience of bear- 
ing the Spiritual Croſs, are great Signs that 
tuch Souls are either quite ont of the way, or 
have made bur little Progreſs. z, That Satan 
is often transformed into an Angel of Light ; 
and therefore we muſt be caretul to try the 
Spirits. 3. That whatever is contrary to Sound 
Do:trine, x Fim. x. 10: %. 1. to the Dodrine, 
which 1 according to Godlineſs, ibid: 6. 3. the 
Dottrine taurht by the Apoſtles, Rom. 16. 17. 
Gal. 1. 8. to the Faith once delivered to the 
gamts, Jud. 3- Cannor be from the true Spirit, 
the Spirit of Chriſt, 4. Thar ſuch Spirits 4s 
lead into Diviſions, Separations, and Sefts, lead 
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alt-'of the way of the True Spirit of God : 
and whatever lead into contempt or diſreſpe& 


of the ' Sacred Scriptures, or any of the Ord | 
#ances or Inſtitutions 'of Chriff, ate certainly 


Spirits of 'Antichrift, how ſpeciorrs ſoever their 
Pretenices'may be: for the Cotiſcientious and 
Reverend Uſe of theſe are the very Means 
V hereby Souls are prepared for the' Commn- 
nication of the Spirit of God, and whereby it 


is ordinarily communicated to them. Cuz Ye 


Fitas comperta fine Deo? Cui Deus copnitus fine 
Chriſto > Cui Chriſtus exploratus fine Spiritu 


| Santto> Cui Spiritus Santtus accommodatus fine 


Fidez Sacramento 2 faith an ancient and eminent 
Chriſtian, Tertul. de Anima, c. 1. © To whotn 
*is Truth diſcovered without God? To whom 
*35 God known without Chriſt > To whom is 
\ Chriſt manifeſt without the Holy Spirit» To 
*whom 1s the Holy Spirit granted without the 
Sacrament of Faith? that is, Baptiſm. 5. And 
more particularly in reſpect to ſome amongſt 
tis ; That they who aſſert this DoCtrine with- 
ont Diſtinction or Caution, are not muci1 to be 
regarded ; and if they be Men of Learning, 
and. may 'be preſumed not to be ignorant whar 
Cautions and Rules are given by Learned and 


Experienced Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſh the Im- 


pofturcs of Evil Spirits from the ConduQ* or 
Motions of the Good, are much ro be ſuf- 


pected to ſerve another Intereſt then what 
116 Y 


the Spirit-of God, 3s 


- they pretend to thoſe they miſlead ; and that 


| 


they. all expoſe People. to the Deluſions of. Evil. 
Spirits, . which readily embrace; fuch. Adyan- 
tages... . 6.. That there were. ſpecial. Reaſons | 
' why. God ordered. Moſes to ſmite the Waters Sf 
bas the Duſt with the Rod, and to take hand- | 
fuls of Aſhes from the Furnace and; ſprinkle it 
towards the Heaven, and to ere the Brazen Ser-. 
pent in the Wilderneſs, &c. to producethe intend 
edeffeas; and why our Saviour made Clay with, 
Spittle, and anointed the Eyes of the Blind 
Man, and then bad him waſh, and many other 
ſuch things, for which perhaps no Man did 
nor doth know the reafon ; and yet, undoubt» _ 
edly, 1t theſe Orders had not been obſerved; - 
the Effet had not follow'd. 7. That ut - 18 
but reaſonable that God ſhould give Orders; 
without declaring the Reaſon, for Tryal and 
| Exercite of the Subjedtion of the IntelleQual 
Faculties of his Creatures; and that--in. fuclr 
Caſe, it the Orders be not obſerved, +it- is not 
likely the Effet ſhould follow : and that if 
there were no more than this Exerciſe of hums 
ble Submiſſion to the Wiſdom of God, in-the 
Chriſtian Sacraments, it could not be imagined. 
to be the Spirit of Chriſt, that ſhould lead Peos 
ple to deſpiſe or neglect theſe Orders and Inſtts 
tutions of Chriſt : ..But in.them there. is morez 
for Inſtance, in that of Bapriſm, it is the 50s 
lemnity, and external AR of Declaration of 
pes D 2 Our 
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Ke wagement in -Covenant+ with Chriſt - and' 
le the: Refuſal -of it is '9s -mnch as to: refuſe to 
6; Seal "and Deliver a Bond ; which whoever 
- _Hhould refuſe to do, and yet pretend to give 
7% - * Bond, might be looked upon'as a Knave or'a | 
EEE Cheat: andin that of the Zoly Communion, there | 
45 a great and Solemn Duty of Recognition of | 

the abſolute Dominion of the Father by Right 

8 of Creation, and' of the Son by Right: of Re- 
F demption, over us and all we are and have; 
TR  Symbolical Oblation of our ſelves and of all | 
" .j _ -we have to God, in a Commemorative Sacrifice | 
3; © and Repreſentation. of the Paſſion of Chriſt be- | 
3&0 fore the Father, as the Great Propitiation for | 
fb:  the'Sins of the World, of as full import to all | 
Intents and purpoſes to Chriſtians, as were all 

the Sacrifices of the Jews to them, 'which were 

F1 - but Types of the fame; a Holy Rite of Addreſs 
-t0 God: the Father, by Chriſt the Mediator, | 

w_ through the Merit and SatisfaQtion of his Paſſ- 
on, = which alone our Prayers and Thankſ- | 
givings have acceptance with him ; and *of | 
Sprritual Communion with God in Chriſt, where- | 
by a Divine Power and Vertue is as really com- | 
municated to Souls duly diſpoſed, as Vertue 
_ went out of him and fakes the People; and 
- the Woman who touched the Hem of his Gar- 
' ment. And'theſe haye- been the Sentiments, 
and this the moſt ſolemn and peculiar Worſhip 
I ah the Chriſtian Church, all over the World, 


from 
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the Spirit of God: 37 
from the riſing of the Sun to the going down 
of the fame, performed every day in moſt 6f 
the great Churches, and every Lord's-Day-ih 


all, from the times of the Apoſtlestill the hft: | 


Age. It is an Ordinance of ſo grear Honour to © 
our Saviour, and Benefit to Souls duly difpos'd, 
that there can hardly be a greater Evidence of 
rhe Prevalence of the Spirit of Antichriſt, and 
of Satan transformed, than Diſreſpe&t and Ne- 
olect of it, under pretence of a more ſpirittal 
Worſhip: For nothing can be more grievous to 
that envious and malicious Spirit, than to*ſee 
that Paſſion, which he had moſt maliciouff 

procured, to be ſo honoured all over the World, 
and applyed to his Confuſion ; and therefore 
hath he oppos'd it with all the Subtilry” and 
Malice he could poſſible. Beſides,” for People 


to flight it under pretence of Chriſt being come | 


to them in the Spirit, is a manifeſt” and dan- 
gerous piece of Spiritual Pride fo to fer wp 
themſelves above the Primitive Chriſtians, and 


St. Paul himſelf, who had ſo great a Manife- 


ſtation of the Spirit with them ; and therefore 
another pregnant Evidence of the Spirit” of 


-Delafion. And if we do well confider what 


decays of Charity and Unanimity among Men, 
and of Piety and Devotion to God, hath in all 
parts attended the Neglect of this Holy Ordi- 
nance, that may be another Evidence” of what 


Fpirit . they are: of, who do':negle "Mt, 


whats 
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paratiſts and Seflaries in general, it js matrer. | 
| of great Cation that theScriptures are. ſo full, | 
7 of Admonitionsand Prohibitions againſt Schiſms | 
'3 and Djvifons, and of Predictions, both. by our. | 
© Saviour himſelf, and by his. Apoſtles, both. of. = 
(3-2 the Variety of them, and of the Danger, in 
that  fome of them have that ſpecious.. Ape. 
-* pearance, as to deceive, if it were poſſible, the 
- very Elet. Andif welook into the Hiſtory of 
-  _ the Church in formertimes, we ſhall find little 
| * or nothing of the true Spirit among any of any 
| Parry of Separatiſts, but much of the Spirit of. 
Error or Deluſion. And therefore when we. 
find a Manifeſtation of the Preſence or Energy 
of ſome Spirit, and a Concurrence of divers.of 
theſe Indications or Signs, we may. be aſſured | 
 _- and confident that it is an Antichriſtian Spirit, 
f be its appearance never fo ſpecious in other re-., 
ſpecs. And in theſe ?wo things eſpecially, have; | 
ſuch as have been partakers of the true Spirit, 
found themſelves to be ſometimes ſtrangely . 
aſſaulted and tempted by the ſubtile Advertary, . 
VER. to Spiritual Pride, and undervaluation of . 
a other Perſons, and to neglect of the Ordinances . 
: of Chriſt, as needlefs to them. . ene | 
an. 


: | 


hatever. their Pretences be. But for all. Se-. 


; 


977 The Way, whereby the ancient Religious Chri- 
ftians were generally preſerved from theſe. and. 
ſuch like Snares, was, that they weretrained up,. | 
2s the Sons of the Prophets of old, utider ancient . \ 
AE experi- 


Gn, 


the Syirit of God. js 


4; richced Chriſtians i in all kind bo: Fxercifes Ss 
f Hwnility, SubjeCtion both of Mind and wh ; 
and conſtant diſcovery of the Diſpoſitions In 
Motions of their Hearts to their Superiors, and. 
of all Grace arid Vertue. But where both Do-- 
drine and Pradtice hath been negledted, it 1s-not 
ſtrange that amongſt many. Appearances and. 
Pretences there ſhould be found little of Soli-. 
dity ; eſpecially where thoſe noble Heroick (oil 
tes of Ab/trafion, and Contempt of the World, 
Heavoenly-mindedneſs F. and continual Attendance to . 
God, &c, are rejefted as Monkery and Superſtis | 
2702; but all their goodly Appearances and Pres 
rences end, at laſt, ih Emptineſs and Scandal. , 
And therefore it concerns all, who have any Care, 
of their Souls, to beware of all ſuch as are out . 
_ of the Way and Method of the Ancients. | 
But, on the orher ſide, to take ſuch Offence at ; 
e Miſcarriages of fuch as have been led into.: 
Error by any ; ſeducing Spirit, as. therefore , 19 
oppoſe the Conduct of the Spirit of Truth, :or : 
any of its Operations, and clude the Holy Serips ; 
tures, and undermine the Doctrine thereof, is as . 
certa inly the Effect of the Operation of the Spe. . | 
rit of Antichriſt, and, in truth, as much Fan: 


ticitin as the other, in the contrary Extream. 


tor the Good Spirit | is as abſolutely neceſlary to 
be had, as all others to be avoided; for without, , 
1t-we cannot be genuine living Chriſtians, but. . 
meer empty formal Protcilors; of wIucn fort, it it 


| 
| 


| Mm prepared, purged and diſpoſed for it, that Bleſied 
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5 much to be ſeared, are the greateſt part both 
of Conformiſts and Non-Conformiſts amgneft 
us, if Judgment be made according to out Sa- 
viour's Rule of their Fruirs, and Fruitfulneſs. 

Burt leaſt any well-minded Soul ſhould be troubled 


| with any doubts 1a this reſpett, we muſt diſtinguiſh 


between Having the Spirit, and the Adanifeſtation of 
the Spirit ; and between the Operations of the Spirit, 


| the Gift5of the Spirit, and the Graces of the Spirit : 


| and know, that as there may be the Operations of 
the Spirit, where there are not the Gifts of the Spi- 
Tit; and the Gitts of the Spirit, where. there are not 
| the Graces of theSpirit : ſo, on the other ſide, there 
may be the Reſidence of the Spirit, where there is no 
 fenlible dilſfinguiſhable AManifeftation of the Spirit. 
| For the Operations and Communications of the Spi- 


g 


h. 


: 


rit. are often ſo fabtile and ſecret in the manner, 
both in Illumination, and Power, an@ Irclination of 
the Will, as are not manifeſt by Senſe, but by Faith 
only, and we know not how they are wrought in vs. 
Burt as the moſt deſirable Graces of the Spirit are 
Regeneration and Effettual Santtification, ſo the Fruits 
and Eftefts thereot are the molt infallible Notes of 
the Preſence of the Good Spirit, which always lead: 
to Mortification of all Carnal and Earthly AﬀeCtions. 
and to the PerteCtion of all Celeſtial, Angelick and 
Divine Diſpoſitions in the Soul. But to Souls duly 


. Guide doth often manifeſt his Prefence by Senſible 
AttraCtionsand Reſtraints upon the Heart, and plain 
Suggeſtions to the Mind; and to ſuch as once find 
that, I can give no better Advice then what wehave, 
Eccleſtafticus 4.-- and 6,-- which, I believe, was part 
of the yſtick Theology of the Ancients. 
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